Hypereosinophilic obliterative bronchiolitis with an elevated level of serum CEA: a case report and a review of the literature.
A 44-year-old man presented with chronic, persistent cough and occasional wheezing. Airflow obstruction, blood eosinophilia and a remarkable elevated level of serum carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) were found. Radiographic and pathological studies confirmed eosinophilic bronchiolitis. There was no evidence of neoplasms by extensive examinations. After a protracted oral steroid therapy, the blood eosinophil count, the serum CEA level and the lung lesions were all improved in parallel, whereas fixed airflow obstruction remained. This case was diagnosed as a new distinct syndrome, hypereosinophilic obliterative bronchiolits. Serum CEA and blood eosinophil cell count served as good markers of the disease condition for this syndrome.